‘Between Serenity and Dynamism’
an exhibition of Korean Ceramics
Korean Cultural Centre UK, 1-3 Strand, London, WC2N 5BW
Dates: 3 May – 3 June 2017
The Korean Craft and Design Foundation (KCDF) presents ‘Between Serenity and Dynamism;
Korean Ceramics’, an exhibition that explores the beauty and heritage of Korean ceramics, and
the contrast and harmony between the traditional and more contemporary forms of the craft that
exists in Korea today.
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The exhibition - first to be shown at Salone del Mobile in Milan in April, before travelling to
London for the launch of London Craft Week (3-7 March) - will showcase the work of some of
the most important ceramic masters and artists currently working in Korea, and features many
collectable items on loan from museums, galleries and auction houses around the world.

For press information and images please contact Caro Communications:
Lucy Price, Account Manager: Lucy@carocommunications.com

Kyung-lo ROE

Kwangsu SEO

Over the years there has been a divide in Korea between makers and potters continuing the
traditional form of the craft and the more contemporary form of the craft, taught in universities,
that has been adopted by Korea’s newer generation of contemporary artists.
Curated by contemporary Korean craft and ceramics expert Hyeyoung Cho and Jungwon Park,
the exhibition embraces the dual nature of Korean ceramics at this moment in time, where
traditional and contemporary techniques coexist alongside one another, and celebrates the
unique aesthetic this offers. Korea is a country where both serenity and dynamism co-exist, in
the same way as the old and new exist together, and inform one another.
The work of 16 artists/makers will be on show at the exhibition, including Sangho SHIN, the
father of contemporary Korean ceramics, and founder of the Gyeonggi International Ceramics
Biennale. Also on show will be work by Kwangsu SEO, a ceramic master specialising in large
porcelain moon jars; Kwangyul YOO, a celadon master who has a longstanding family lineage in
ceramics, and HunChung LEE, known for his contemporary interpretation of the moon jar and
for his ceramic furniture.
Pieces range across different types of traditional ceramics – from Onggi (brown pieces used for
storing food), Celadon (jade green), buncheong (slip-treated), through to porcelain and other
hybrids. Also on display will be a private collection of 200 traditional Korean ceramic making
tools.
The exhibition marks the first in a three-year initiative by the Korean Craft and Design Foundation
(KCDF), ‘Constancy and Change Korean Craft’, to showcase Korea’s rich craft and design
heritage by focusing on its different materials and forms of craftsmanship each year. Clay and
ceramics in 2017 will be followed by wood and mother-of-pearl in 2018, and textiles and
metalwork in 2019. Of all of the Korean crafts covered in the programme, ceramics is the most
steeped in history and tradition.
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Bupgochangsin (法古 新), the Korean title of the ‘Constancy and Change Korean Craft’
exhibition refers to an expression first used by Park Ji-won, the respected philosopher and
novelist better known by his pen name Yonsam of the Joseon Dynasty in the 18th Century. It
describes the idea of creating something new by emulating the old, of knowing how to innovate
using traditional skills and techniques, of creating new things from age-old roots. Ongoijisin
( 故而知新) of Confucius describes how it’s necessary to understand the past in order to see
the future, while Changsin (新) means creating the new as emphasised in Bupgochangsin. It was
first initiated in 2013 as a way of exposing Korea's authentic craft in Italy for the Salone del
mobile in Milan.
The exhibition runs from 3 May – 3 June 2017 at the Korean Cultural Centre UK, 1-3 Strand,
London, WC2N 5BW
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Korea Craft and Design Foundation (KCDF)
KCDF is a public organisation under the auspices of the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism
which was founded to promote craft and design nourished by the Korean ancestors and to
succeed and widely spread Korea’s own traditional life style around the globe. In doing so, the
organisation aims to provide craftsmen, designers, cultural industry experts and professionals in
academic and industrial field with diverse opportunities to enjoy craft and design culture
highlighting Korean’s daily lives.
In addition, it pursues a variety of projects relating to research, exhibition, education and
publishing through networks with the relevant institutions.
Korea Craft and Design Foundation (KCDF)
2F Haeyoung bldg., Yulgok-ro 53, Jongno-gu, Seoul, Korea 03060
www.kcdf.kr
Kayleen Ryou
ryoukaa@kcdf.kr
Korean Cultural Centre UK (KCCUK)
Since being opened by the Korean Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism in January 2008,
under the jurisdiction of the Embassy of the Republic of Korea, the KCCUK has presented year
round exhibition programmes, film festivals as well as traditional and contemporary musical
performances. From the KCCUK’s central London location (just off Trafalgar Square), the
institution’s dedicated cultural team work to further develop established cultural projects,
introduce new opportunities to expand Korean programmes in the UK and to encourage
ongoing cultural exchange.
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Visitor Information: Opening times: Monday–Friday: 10am–6pm Saturday: 11am–5pm
Free entry
Korean Cultural Centre UK, Grand Buildings, 1–3 Strand London WC2N 5BW
(Main Entrance on Northumberland Avenue)
www.kccuk.org.uk
+44(0)20 7004 2600
info@kccuk.org.uk
Twitter @KCCUK
Facebook.com/theKCCUK
Nearest London Underground Station: Charing Cross, Embankment
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